WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
negotiations the co-operation of the Italian Banca Commerciale was
assured. Then, just as everything seemed on the point of being
settled, an- independent French bank, that of Paris et des Pays Bas"
suddenly offered on its own and maybe on even better terms, to the
Yugoslav Government, a loan equivalent to that which the international
consortium was arranging (between £7,000,000 and £8,000,000). Its
offer was immediately accepted while the representative of the Bank of
England was still sitting in Belgrade. It was a thoroughly shady piece
of work, and no doubt the palms of the Yugoslav Ministers concerned
were well oiled, but I felt particularly resentful at the double-dealing
of the French Government, which must have known in advance of the
spanner which the Banque de Paris et des Pays Bas was going to throw
into the works of the international consortium.
French money and French decorations, both lavishly distributed,
were a heavy handicap when fighting for competing British interests,
which dealt in neither of those commodities. King Alexander himself
professed at times to be unable to overcome French opposition, even
where he himself was convinced that British goods were best. A case
in point was that of Rolls-Royce Hawker engines for Yugoslav aero-
planes. In aviation the French monopoly in Yugoslavia was supreme
with its Potez and Breguets, though both were greatly inferior to
engines which the Rolls-Royce Company was prepared to supply.
King Alexander himself recognized this fact, yet it took over three
years to get the Yugoslav Government at long last to sign a contract
with Rolls-Royce for a first consignment of seventy of their engines.
The development of the Yugoslav Air Force was held up for all those
years, while the struggle" went on. I was never able to understand
the King's attitude b the matter. After he had been to Paris to see his
doctor on one occasion, he told me upon his return that he had been
violently reproached by the French Minister for Air for even thinking
of introducing British machines into" the hitherto purely French-run
Yugoslavia aviation. I suppose that the French hold on Yugoslavia
was very strong, yet it always struck me as an astonishing case of
weakness on the part of the King that he hesitated so long to ride
roughshod over French opposition, when he realized so dearly himself
that it was in the interests of his country to do so.
In other matters, however, the goodwilland supportof the King were
invaluable to me when I was working for British concerns. Messrs*.
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